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FURTHER LEGISLATION FOR THE CONQUEST 
Numbers 26-36 

 
 

 INTRODUCTION 
 
 We will see that the end result of Balaam’s 
story in Numbers 25 was disastrous. Balaam, 
though not allowed to curse the Israelites, seems 
to have suggested to the women of Moab and 
Midian, to entice or invite the men of Israel to 
their fertility rites. We saw what Phineas, zealous 
for Israel’s God, did. The incident may be includ-
ed here to establish Phineas’ right to the priest-
hood. But these fertility rites and the fall of Israel-
ites into them plagued the future and occasioned 
numerous condemnations by the prophets. (Psalm 
106:28-30, Hosea 9:10—around 500 years later) 
 
I. CENSUSES AND THE INHERITANCE 
AND ALLOTMENT OF LAND (Numbers 26 
- 27:1-11) 
 
 A. Census of Fighting Men - The Plains 
of Moab (Numbers 26:1-51). This was neces-
sary because of the plague after Israel went to the 
sacrifices to Baal and God’s order of extermina-
tion. Remember that the numbers of men are be-
lieved to be quite exaggerated, under a system we 
do not know yet, but may be a mistranslation of 
the word “elep” (unit of men or “thousand”). 

 
 B. Land Allotment Plans (Numbers 
26:52-56). The sharing of the conquered land by 
need and by lots was an attempt to be just and fair 
to all. The ancients believed that God’s will was 
known by taking lots. Teachers know this method 
in several ways! All further legislation will be in 
order to keep the landed property within each 
tribe. 
 
 C. Census of Levites (Numbers 26:57-
65). It is also noted that in this census there “was 
not a man among them who had been registered in 
the desert of Sinai, except Caleb and Joshua” (the 
form of Hosea here, a common Jewish name). 
These two were rewarded for being willing to in-
vade Canaan according to the plan God suggested. 
 
 D. Daughters Inheriting Land (Numbers 
27:1-11). A certain man, Zelophedad, left five 
daughters and no sons. At this allotment, the 
daughters appeared before the whole community 
and Moses, who consulted God. The answer was 
yes, the daughters’ case was just. If the man had 
died because of being in Korah’s rebellion, he 
could have been deprived of any portion, but Zel-
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ophedad died in the desert because of disbelief in 
God’s protection in the invasion of Canaan. 
 
 In this event, we note that not only the whole 
community, but the “princes” (elders) were at the 
entrance of the meeting tent; it seemed that the 
daughters’ question might have been deliberated 
among the rulers and Moses, but this is not a de-
mocracy, but a people who consult God in their 
problems, which is what Moses did first. It is a 
good example for us to follow. 
 
II. JOSHUA TO SUCCEED MOSES (Num-
bers 27:12-22) 
 
 A. A New Leader. When God sent Moses up 
to view the country to be given through conquest 
and told him of his coming being “gathered to 
your people,” Moses asked for a leader to succeed 
him. There is a pathos here in seeing the venera-
ble Moses given only a glimpse of the land for 
Israel before dying. But then, isn’t this only an 
earthly joy and wasn’t Moses soon to be admitted 
to the real Promised Land of which any earthly 
place or event, even if within God’s grace and fa-
vor, is only a symbol? Moses was soon to see God 
and be with those awaiting the redemption of 
Christ. We see also here that Moses thinks of the 
people, lest they “be like sheep without a shep-
herd.” Jesus used this phrase in Matthew 9:36 and 
cared for His flock exactly as Moses was doing in 
John 21:15-17. This is one of the earliest fore-
shadowings of handing down authority from God 
to successors and is the basis for the authority of 
the Bishop of Rome, Peter’s successor, and of all 
the bishops of the Church, successors of an apos-
tle. 
 
 B. Qualities of a Leader. In this same 
verse, Moses uses a term that is a phrase covering 
the functions of a leader, which are gleaned from 
a number of other texts, the first in Genesis 41:38 
where Pharaoh speaks of Joseph: “Can we find 
anyone else endowed with the Spirit of God, like 
him?” It is interesting that Joshua was a descend-
ant of the patriarch Joseph, through his son Ephra-

im. Other qualities of a leader here are closely 
connected with a church community, which have 
come down to us in the choice of those with 
God’s authority: “Lay your hand upon him, bring 
him before the leading priest (Eleazer) and the 
community, (done in our priests’ ordination), con-
fer some of your own authority on him, so that the 
whole community of Israelites will obey him.” 
these words “authority” and “obedience” are 
“hot” words in the Church today, and points of 
dissent within the Church over some decisions of 
Vatican authorities. 
 
 C. Decisions. The balance lies in the pro-
cess of dialogue, discernment, and decision from 
the Church. If it is still contested, it seems only a 
sense of “kairos” must come into play—God’s 
time has not arrived for the change being debated. 
See Deuteronomy 34:9. Along with these 
“Church” processes is another one of “consulting 
Yahweh... by means of the rite of the urim.” The 
leaders must be guided by the Divine oracles giv-
en to him by the priest. See 1 Samuel 14:36-37 
and 23:9. An ephod was used for divinations: it 
was not a sacred vestment “ephod” but something 
carried which held the lots—two small sticks or 
dice(?)—called urim and thummin. The one 
drawn out gave the divine answer—a simple 
“yes” or “no.” The care of these lots was in the 
hands of the priests. The practice was discontin-
ued after David. (See 1 Samuel 14:41 and 2:28.) 
 
APPLICATION 
 
 There is a lesson here for us. This was a prac-
tice, a variable in the Church; not a constant. The 
way we do things, the customs of the Church, 
such as the language we use, the ceremonies, the 
processes of celebrating, electing, etc., can change 
according to the times; the basics of the faith, the 
sacraments, authority, etc., remain the constants. 
This caused a lot of confusion in the Church when 
well-meaning sisters and earnest priests had 
taught us that “the Church never changes,” in 
connection with the ceremonies of the Eucharist, 
the language, etc. (Latin itself was a change in the 



Series II   Lesson 23  
Page 3 

 

history of the Church; having been a replacement 
for the earlier Greek language, which was itself a 
change from the Apostles and Jesus’ Aramaic or 
Hebrew!) We must know by studying these 
things, by the history of the Church, what such 
phrases as “never change,” mean. 
III. LITURGICAL SACRIFICES AND 
FEASTS (Numbers 28 and 29) 
 

Regulations for Sacrifices (Numbers 
28:1-10). 
 
  1. Daily Sacrifices. “At the proper 
time,” says God to Moses. Again we see the in-
sistence of God that His Will is supreme, obedi-
ence to the least of His commands is important, 
when it comes through His chain of command. In 
Jesus’ lifetime, He pointed out that the rules pre-
sented to the people were traditions and regula-
tions created by Pharisees, Scribes, and Saddu-
cees, not the “ordained” priests or the Law. Jesus 
also said, “Do not imagine I have come to abol-
ish... but to complete... Not one dot, not one little 
stroke... is to disappear. Therefore, anyone who 
infringes even one of the least of these com-
mandments and teaches other to do so will be 
considered least in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Again, interpretation and situations involved must 
be considered in our rules and regulations. 
 
 What is a sacrifice? “An offering to God by a 
duly authorized priest in the name of the people,” 
of something valuable, consumed and destroyed, 
shows submission to God as the Supreme Being 
and Value of life. It is the highest act of worship. 
Do we have a daily sacrifice? Do other Chris-
tians? Do the Jews? In another sense, what is the 
principle God is teaching here? Isn’t it to give 
Him worship daily? If He isn’t important enough 
for us to sacrifice some of our time daily to Him 
(time He gave us) in order to grow in knowledge, 
love, in thankfulness and praise, then He is less 
important than our time. God asks for daily wor-
ship here, morning and evening. Do we give it? 
 
  2. Feasts 

 
   a. The Sabbath is the regular feast 
when all are asked to “hold a sacred assembly and 
do no sort of work” (28:18, 25, 26 and 29:1). The 
same as daily, except doubled, are the sacrifices. 
 
   b. The other feasts, you will notice, 
are those only a settled people could celebrate, 
relating to times of harvest and increase in the an-
imals in the flocks. The section here is thought to 
be a priestly commentary on the liturgical cycle 
described in Leviticus 23, at the time of the priest 
Ezra and later (538 years before Christ). 
 
 (1) Notice in the New Moon Feast on the first 
of each month, elements named which are part of 
our Eucharist. Most of the others, beginning at the 
Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month 
(originally springtime and a barley harvest) are 
associated with a harvest and, finally, with specif-
ic events. 
 
 (2) Pentecost follows this one (Pentecost is a 
Greek word for the Feast of Weeks or First 
fruits—means “50”—50 days after Passover). 
 
 (3) The New Year’s Day was originally Sep-
tember or October. Notice that when the feast 
called for more sacrifices offered and coincided 
with those of the day or Sabbath, there was no 
substitution, but additions made. This feast was 
the first day of the seventh month. 
 
 (4) On the tenth day of that month a Day of 
Atonement, now called Yom Kippur in the Jewish 
religion, was a day of fast. This, too, has passed 
into our traditions. When Vatican II reduced our 
appointed days of fast, it did not do away with the 
value and necessity of fasting and atonement, but 
encouraged it. Those of us who are familiar with 
the ongoing reports of daily apparitions of Our 
Lady know that she is reported to have said, 
“Prayer and fasting are your only hope (in regard 
to a coming catastrophe), and “Fast each Friday 
on bread and water.” The entire village began and 
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many in the world are continuing in the interest of 
peace on earth. Join in? 
 
 By this time in the development of Jewish 
feasts, the names of the months are those from 
Babylonia. What does this tell us about the date of 
this writing? 
 
 (5) The Feast of Booths is a pilgrimage feast 
and originally a grape harvest feast. The great 
number of animals sacrificed for those eight days 
comes to seventy. The lambs come down to sev-
en, a perfect number. 
 
IV. VOWS (Numbers 30) 
 
 This practice of vows we read of in the Old 
Testament (and the New) are found in all ancient 
religions and are mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon 
Law, Greco-Roman Law, and in Moslem and 
Buddhist religion. This chapter relates to vows 
taken by women. A vow was originally a positive 
good deed and was held in great importance; later, 
it also meant abstaining from some licit and good 
act or pleasure. You see here, the woman’s right 
to make the vow, yet its validity depended on her 
father or husband’s consent, when known. Today 
religious vows’ validity depends on the bishop’s 
or the Pope’s consent or dispensation. Private 
vows are usually taken after consultation with 
your confessor. 
 
V. BACK TO THE ISRAELITE’S INVASION 
AND RETALIATION ON THE MIDIANITES 
(Numbers 31-32) 
 
 A. A “Holy War” (Deuteronomy 20:1-4). 
The writer returns to the incident at Peor in Chap-
ter 25 where the Israelites “gave themselves to 
prostitution” with Moabite women, going to the 
sacrifices of their gods and eating there of the of-
ferings, then bowing to their gods. It was almost 
like a “black Mass” (a desecration—a mass of-
fered to Satan). This chapter is a late composition 
introducing regulations for a “holy war” as the 
New Jerusalem Bible calls it. Deuteronomy 20:1-

4 gives the priestly teaching for such a war instil-
ling trust in God who is with them: “Your God is 
with you; have no fear or trembling.” This pas-
sage and chapter is of priestly origin, also. 
 
 It is gruesome, but can you imagine us going 
to war against an atheist nation (or as we did with 
the Nazi’s) and killing every ruler, even the wom-
en “and their little ones”? Then taking everything 
they had back to our country and religious lead-
ers? This, by the way, is the “holy war” that mod-
ern Moslems are fighting against the Western 
world and its corruption. In fanatic zeal, they 
cling to the culture of the early times of the Bible. 
 
 B. A Just War. Here we need to consider 
that, though our weapons are potentials of world 
destruction, there is still a “just war” theory in the 
official teaching, though many dispute its possi-
bility in this atomic age. Morally, self defense and 
defense of your family and nation, is accepted in 
the history of Christianity. Few nations, however, 
have been successful in conducting or beginning it 
with justice, especially in the effort shown here. 
 
 C. After the Holy War. The ordeal by fire 
for weapons or booty is an ancient ritual tainted 
with paganism, but with a water ritual added, as 
purification after the war. Sharing of the spoils 
(property or persons taken in war) by the soldiers 
with the priests, Levites, and the community, is 
said to be a command of Yahweh. Officers made 
expiation “for ourselves before Yahweh.” Offer-
ings to Yahweh were included. This is an element 
lost in Christian “holy wars,” as far as I have stud-
ied. Balaam was killed in this war, but the kind of 
idolatry that the Moabites and he taught persisted. 
(See REVELATION 2:14.) 
 
 D. First Settled Tribes. In Numbers 32, we 
have two tribes, Reuben and Gad, colonizing 
peacefully north of Sihon. Cattle breeders, they 
asked Moses for the land since it was ideal for 
their work. Moses feared that they were attempt-
ing to escape from fighting for the land of Ca-
naan, like their fathers had at Kadesh-Barnea, but 
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the men offered to go first into the battle with 
their brother tribesmen, then come back to settle 
in their hoped-for land. Some, of course, would be 
killed; nevertheless, it proved their sincerity, and 
Moses granted their request. 
 
VI. SUMMARY OF THE STAGES OF THE 
EXODUS, TERRITORY GRANTS AND 
BOUNDARIES (Numbers 33-34) 
 
 A. Encampments. This account of the en-
campments is considered very ancient, written 
likely by Moses himself, in his “log.” It contains 
40 camps, though in later books, others are men-
tioned. This, again, is probably of Priestly editing 
of material from Exodus, Numbers, and Deuter-
onomy. In the allocation, we follow the method 
given in Numbers 26, with an added command to 
drive out the local inhabitants, for if you allow 
“any to remain, they will be thorns in your eyes 
and thistles in your sides.” Again, it shows the 
severity of treatment to the enemies they faced in 
establishing a nation called by God to that land. 
We could use this as a lesson in our spiritual war-
fare. Do we refuse to compromise with our bad 
habits—our hopes to keep around some persons or 
possessions that are “thorns in our eyes and this-
tles in our sides”—in regard to the kingdom of 
God being established in us? As Christians do we 
tolerate and make peace with some practices that 
militate against the nation’s morals and the teach-
ing of the Church, in the name of peace or the 
rights of others? Such a stance produces an anom-
aly such as Catholics for pro-choice—claiming 
the right to make their own decision in their own 
conscience or interpretation on the debated point 
in which the Church has spoken. 
 
 B. Boundaries. Numbers 34’s list of bound-
aries seems to be those of the Canaan boundaries 
when it was a province of Egypt, 1300 years be-
fore Christ. Some of the names are early ones we 
do not use. The great Sea is the Mediterranean; 
the Salt Sea is the Dead Sea; Mt. Hor is a different 
one from one mentioned earlier; the Sea of Chin-
nereth is the Lake of Galilee today. All the men’s 

names in charge of the allocation are a new gener-
ation. The earlier ones listed all perished in the 
desert, except Caleb and Joshua, the only two who 
had accepted God’s plan for invading Canaan. 
 
 C. Special Cities and Places (Numbers 
35). For the Levites to be given 48 cities seems 
idealistic, but scholars believe this section comes 
from ancient traditions and a real historical situa-
tion. Six asylum cities are provided for those 
seeking refuge from “blood avengers,” families of 
victims of an accidental death at another’s hand. 
Levite cities had altars and shrines. 
 
 The right to asylum and its humanitarian pur-
pose has been in all primitive and civilized socie-
ties, as a safeguard against private vengeance. 
Medieval churches, in the midst of knightly and 
feudal wars, sought to curb violence by making 
churches “sanctuaries” for anyone fleeing from 
enemies, even those guilty of crime. No one could 
touch them there, and bishops had the duty of in-
tercessors and of restitution needed. The Refor-
mation ended many sanctuaries in Europe and 
Henry VIII abolished many in England. Today 
some churches in our country have offered sanc-
tuary from our immigration authorities to Central 
Americans fleeing from guerrilla and civil war-
fare. U.S. Immigration laws are interpreted as not 
including economic refugees, but only those under 
foreign domination. Christians and Catholics are 
on both sides of the dilemma since some of the 
fighting is over Marxist or democratic govern-
ments replacing the dictators or oligarchies of a 
few wealthy landowner families. The poor people 
are caught in the middle. 
 
 The laws in verses 16-21 dealt with crimes 
with intention to murder. This is the Old Testa-
ment law that Jesus quoted, “A life for a life.” 
Moses’ law looked upon unrequited murder as 
polluting Yahweh’s land by shedding innocent 
blood, which they considered sacred. In the New 
Testament, the kingdom of God was opened to all 
peoples of all lands and Jesus taught a far higher 
way for individual Christians and Christian socie-
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ties to cope with willful murderers. “Love your 
enemies,” He said, and “do good to those who 
hate you,” binds all of His sincere followers. Pope 
John Paul II publicly did this after he was shot. 
Yet, the Italian government and others sought to 
find the guilty and try them, as all criminal justice 
courts are expected to do. Public safety and the 
common good sometimes override an individual 
good. 
 
 Numbers 36 is a development of Mosaic law 
regarding heiresses and tribal property. 
 
 So we leave the Book of Numbers with God’s 
pilgrims on the march and their first battles for the 

Lord’s kingdom on earth. Numbers’ main mes-
sage is about faith under discouraging fear and 
difficult circumstances in life. From their weak-
ness, sin, rebellion, and turning to false joys and 
false gods, the People of Israel learned the fruits 
of such responses. God here is a strong father 
showing that evil brings its own punishment; it is 
a built-in one because of our nature, subject to us 
but also to God’s purpose in creating it. Nature 
rebels against us when we rebel against God. We 
see that today. One after another new medical and 
societal disorders, breakdown of morals in nations 
and families, troubled “advanced” nations, espe-
cially ours. 
 

 
* * * * * * * 
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QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 24 
Deuteronomy 1 - 4:40 

 
Day 1 Read the Notes; all Scripture references.  Jot a lesson you have learned from the following in the 

Notes. 
 a. The importance of daily worship of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 b. The succession of authority among God’s people. 
 
 
 
 
 c. Any other lesson you saw in the notes. 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The  following additional questions were written by the St. Bartholomew 2006 Study group for their use, not by Sr. Marie Therese. 
           They have been added here for your consideration and use, if you so choose.   

 
Day 2  Read Deuteronomy 1:1-11, Genesis 12:2-7 and Genesis 15:13-16 
  a.   Which promises made to Abraham had been fulfilled at the time of Moses' speech? 
 
 
 
 
    b.   Which promises had yet to be fulfilled?  When or how were these later fulfilled? 
 
 
 
 
    c.   Read Deuteronomy 1:12-18.  

        What guidelines were given to the appointed elders to administer justice? 
 
 
  
Day 3   Read Deuteronomy 1:19-46.   
   Describe an occurrence in your own life that parallels any aspect of this passage, and a  
  Valuable lesson you may have learned. 
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Day 4   Read Deuteronomy Chapter 2, Genesis 19:36-38, and Genesis 36:8-9. 
    How were the following people related to the Israelite people? 
   Edomites- 
 
   Moabites- 
 
   Ammonites- 
 
Day 5    Read Deuteronomy. 3:18-29 

  a.    Recall a time when the Lord fought a battle for you and enabled you to experience victory.  
 
 
 
 

  
   b.   List some of the ways God showed his greatness to Moses.  Tell how you have experienced 
         the greatness of God. 

 
 
 
 
Day 6   Read Deuteronomy Chapter 4  

  a.    What reasons does Moses give for the people to observe the Lord's statutes and decrees? 
 
 
 
 
 
              b.    Write a warning, a promise, and a command from these verses.  Then choose one and share   

how it applies to your life  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THERE IS A MAP OF THE PROMISED LAND BELOW, DIVIDED INTO TRIBES, KEEP TO USE. 
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 MAP OF THE PROMISED LAND 
 


